laid his ax and sack down and caught the puppy and
held it between his knees* Caspey and Bayard moved
slowly about the tree? among the eager dogs, Narclssa
followed them,

"Dem vines is so thick up dar . . ." Caspey said.

"Here he is9" Bayard said suddenly. "I've got 5im."
He steadied his light and Caspey moved behind him
and looked over his shoulder.

"Where?55 Narcissa asked. "Can you see It?"

<4Dat's right," Caspey agreed. "Dar he is* Ruby
don't lie. When she say he dars he dar.5*

"Where is he? Bayard?" Narcissa repeated* He drew
her before him and trained the light over her head* into
the tree, and presently from the massed vines two red-
dish points of fire not a match-breadth apart gleamed
at her9 winked out9 then shone again.

"He movinY* Caspey said. "Young ^possum. Git up
dar and shake 3im out5 Isom.95 Bayard held his light on
the creature^s eyes and Caspey set his lantern down
and herded the dogs together at his knees* Isom
scrambled up into the tree and vanished in the mass of
vinef but they could follow his progress by the shaking1
branches and his panting ejaculations as he threatened
the animal with a mixture of cajolery and adjuration.

"Hah/9 he grunted, "ain't gwine hurt you. Ain9t
gwine do nothin* ter you but th9ow you in de cook-pot.
Look out? misterf Pse comin9 up dar." More commo-
tion; 'it ceased, they could hear him moving the
branches cautiously. "Here he/9 he called suddenly,
"Hole dem dawgs5 now."

"Little 9uns ain't he?" Caspey asked.

"Can't tell Can't see nothin9 but his face. Watch
dem dawgs,9* The upper part of the sapling burst Into
violent and sustained fury; Isom whooped louder and